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Home of Inventor of Self-Knotter 207 

We have found an explanation of the name Viroqua in the 
Draper Manuscripts 12F114. Viroqua was the name of a Mohawk 
princess, sister of the distinguished Dr. Oronhyetetha. She lived 
in Canada, near Brantford. In 1886 she was giving entertain- 
ments in the opera house at that place. An early settler of 
Viroqua, Wisconsin, came from Canada, and no doubt had 
heard the name among the Mohawk on Grand River. 

THE HOME OF THE INVENTOR OF THE SELF-KNOTTER 

In or near what Wisconsin city is the farm house of John F. Appleby, 
inventor of the first twine-knotter for a self-binder reaper? Are there 
any of the original buildings on the farm which were in use during his 
days? 

Allen P. Child, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

John F. Appleby was brought up on the farm of his step- 
father, Marshall Newell. In 1857 Mr. Newell owned two hundred 
and fifty acres on section twenty-three of the town of Lagrange, 
Walworth County. The nearest large town is Whitewater, where 
Mr. Newell died. Before 1873 his farm had passed into the 
hands of John Taylor, whose descendants still own the place. 
If you will write to John Taylor, farmer, Lagrange, Walworth 
County, Wisconsin, you will probably get an answer concerning 
the buildings on the farm. 

Young Appleby early left home, and was living near Mazo- 

manie, Dane County, when on August 5, 1862, he enlisted in 

Company E, Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteers. We do not 

find that he owned a farm near Mazomanie. He is not listed as 

a farm owner in the census of 1860, nor in that of 1870. It seems 

probable that his boyhood home was the only farm on which he 

lived. 

THE NAMING OF NEENAH 

Can you give me any information as to the origin and history of 
the name Neenah? Am I right in assuming the word Neenah to be the 
name of an Indian girl, and if so is there any possibility of obtaining 
a likeness or picture of what represents her, for reproducing same? 

Harry F. Williams, 

Neenah 

The word Neenah is the Winnebago word for water. The 

story is told that Governor Doty was once traveling with a 



